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MASHERBRUM, 1938 

BY J. WALLER 

ASHERBRUM (25,66o ft.) is a striking mountain. To the 
N. it falls in sheer precipices to the Baltoro Glacier. Seen 
from the S., it stands alone, a great block of rock and 

snow, visible from forty miles away down the Hushe valley, 
and completely dominating its head. 

Information from the climbing point of view was scarce. 
Photographs taken from the N. looked unpromising. The 
Workman pair, in their Two Summers in the Ice Wilds of the 
Eastern Karakoram, published three photographs of Masherbrum, 
one of which, taken from the S., showed what might possibly 
be a climbing route. (Photo. facing p. 8o.) 

To collect a private party proved as difficult as usual, but 
finally the party consisted of : Captain J. B. Harrison, z/8 
Punjab Regiment; Lieut. J. 0. M. Roberts, 1/1 Gurkha Rifles; 
Mr. R. A. Hodgkin; Dr. T. Graham Brown, and myself. The 
selection of sufficiently experienced porters also proved difficult. 
Our original intention of taking ten Sherpas had to be modified 
to taking five Sherpas and two Gurkhas from Roberts' battalion. 

Dr. G. A. J. Teasdale and Dr. Elizabeth Teasdale early 
joined the party as the main medical section, staying at Base 
Camp. Dr. Teasdale was also responsible for the climbing diet, 
which was invented for the Peak 36/52A (1935) climb and had 
been twice modified from experience .1 

The climbing party, less Roberts, left Srinagar on April 28. 
Roberts left four days later and caught us up en route. The 
Teasdales left on May 12. All parties marched via the Zoji La, 
Indus valley, Shyok valley and Hushe nala to Hushe, where a 
reconnaissance base camp was set up at about I 1,,ooo ft.2 on 
MC!-Y 16. Transport for the climbing party had required fifty
three coolies. 

Three miles above Hushe the valley forks. The W. fork 
(Masherbrum Glacier) leads straight up to Masherbrum from 
the S.E. The E. fork (Khondokoro Glacier) leads to the E. of 

1 A.J. 47· 282 sqq. ; H.J. viii. 14 sqq. ; H.J. ix. 127 sqq. 
2 Camp heights throughout are by accurately set aneroid. It is, however, 

quite possible that it was reading 200 to 300 ft. too high at the top camps, 
where weather was mostly bad. 
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Masherbrum. Both had to be explored. Harrison had gone off 
up the Saltoro valley to collect eight men from among those 
with experience on Peak 36. The rest of us, on May I8, started 
off with all the porters on a preliminary reconnaissance of the 
Masherbrum Glacier. The moraine started at about I I ,6oo ft. 
and proved remarkably easy, with a goat track along its top. 
The party went up the true right moraine and camped at the 
highest woad level, at 13,300 ft. and about four miles up the 
glacier. Winter snowfields were continuous from this point. 

Next day Graham Brown and I went up to within a mile of 
the head of the glacier, while Roberts and Hodgkin climbed a 
subsidiary peak on the glacier's S. wall. The glacier head was 
closed by a high rock and snow cirque. The highest point of 
the glacier was little above 14,000 ft., while the cirque must 
have averaged 2o,ooo ft. The drop was sheer and most 
impressive. The E. end of the cirque was snow and ran 
round into Masherbrum, which was a solid block of red 
granite. To the S.E. of Masherbrum, separated from it by 
a high snowfield, was the Dome, a long snow ridge running 
N.E. to S.W., its top at about 21 ,ooo ft. S.E. again of this 
was a heavily crevassed glacier lying at a steep angle. We 
called it ' Serac Glacier.' At its head was a snow basin (' Serac 
Basin ') at about · 18,ooo ft., and between it and the Dome was a 
long and broken snow slope. The ' Serac Basin' was overlooked 
by the 22,ooo ft. ' Serac Peak ' and a circle of ice cliffs and steep 
rock and snow slopes. 

There was no direct connection betvveen the Masherbrum 
Glacier and the higher Masherbrum ice system. The higher 
glaciers ended in ice cliffs at about Ig,ooo ft. Ice from these 
would fall sooo ft. to the valley. Similarly, none of Masher
brum's ridges came down to anything approaching our level. 
The W. rock ridge finished at the head of the cirque at about 
2o,ooo ft., and . the S.E. ridge was cut off sheer at a height of 
over 21 ,ooo ft. There was, in fact, no direct approach to 
Masherbrum from this side, but \¥e felt that it would be worth 
exploring up the ' Serac Glacier' to see whether, first, a safe route 
could be made up it, and, secondly, whether it would be possible 
to get from there to the top of the Dome and thence to the 
higher Masherbrum ice system. This had appeared from farther 
down the valley to be some sort of a plateau lying at approx
imately 22,ooo to 23,000 ft. Above the plateau rose the steep 
S.E. snow face and the S.E. and E. ridges of rock and snow, 
the latter much the steeper. 

While I returned with three porters to sort stores for further 



MASHERBRUM, 1938 201 

reconnaissances, the remaining climbers tried to force a pass 
over the S. wall of the Masherbrum Glacier on to the Aling 
Glacier, which we thought might possibly lead round to the W. 
ridge of Masherbrum. The pass, about 16,ooo ft. high, was 
easily but laboriously crossed and the descent began. The 
party found itself in a snow gully which narrowed and steepened. 
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Finally, when they were within 300 ft. of the Aling Glacier, 
they reached the top of a precipice over which tumbled a water
fall. No way down could be found, even after Hodgkin had 
tried to follow a startled herd of ibex. The party had to return 
by the way they had come. 

Meanwhile Harrison, with his eight Goma men, had arrived 
at Base. On May 22 two reconnoitring parties started out. 
Harrison and Hodgkin forced their way up to the ' Serac Basin ' 
in moderately bad weather, while the rest of us explored the 
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Khondokoro Glacier and decided that no remotely justifiable 
route could be made from it. Graham Brown and Roberts 
attempted to explore a glacier running N.E. past Masherbrum 
which we thought might possibly lead round to theN. of Masher
brum or at least give a view of its N. side. The attempt had to 
qe abandoned after a camp had been pitched at about I5,ooo ft., 
owing to a combination of difficult icefall, moderately bad weather, 
and lack of sufficient food. As we had expected, the E. side of 
Masherbrum was much the more heavily iced, owing chiefly to 
the prevailing W. winds ; I think this is a characteristic of 
Karakoram mountains. We saw a long glacier running away 
E., which should give a reasonably easy route to the Vigne 
Glacier and so to the Baltoro. Both parties, less myself, arrived 
back at Base on May 26. I had returned two days earlier to 
make preparations for the climb. 

On May 29 our climbing Base Camp was established at 
I3,6ooft.on theN .moraine of the Masherbrum Glacier, and within 
one and a half hour's walk of the bottom of the ' Serac Glacier.' 
An attempt to fix a ladder, which, in true Wills tradition, was 
necessary to bridge a wide crevasse in' Scaly Alley,' was frustrated 
by falling stones. ' Scaly Alley' was an ice gully, between 200 
and 300 ft. high, flanked by the rock wall of the ' Serac Glacier ' 
on one side and its seracs on the other. ' Scaly Alley ' was always 
unsafe after the sun had struck the mountain walls above it. 

On May 30 Hodgkin, Roberts and two Sherpas went ahead 
to, cut steps in ' Scaly Alley ' and fix the ladder. The rest of 
us followed with a transport party of twenty-one coolies, five 
Sherpas and two Gurkhas. The lowest Iooo ft. of the route 
was over ice and stretches of snow, and was topped by a nice 
little rock climb. Above this we had to traverse snow slopes 
covered with the debris of wet-snow avalanches. The unfortunate 
coolies were allowed very few rests until some zooo ft. had been 
climbed, as all the route below was dangerous from avalanche 
or stonefall once the sun was on the slopes above. Camp I 

was finally pitched at 17 ,ooo ft., partially protected by a rock 
bluff and with impressive seracs on the other side. 

Next day, May 3 I , saw Graham Brown and Hodgkin set off 
to make a route as far as the top of the Dome, while the remaining 
climbers took the coolie ropes back to Base Camp. One of the 
Gurkhas and two coolies had collapsed on the way up and were 
not taken up again. By June I we hau Camp I stocked with all 
loads. Weather was uncertain and snow fell. Graham Brown 
and Hodgkin arrived back soon after us, having reached a point 
near the top of the Dome with less difficulty than we had expected. 
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It was already plain that the Camp I site would be unsafe after 
prolonged snowfall, and as a te~porary measure part of Camp I 

was shifted slightly more into the glacier. 
We had decided to start late on June 2 so that the snow should_ 

be less slippery for the coolies on the steep ascent by way of a 
col into the' Serac Basin.' We were more successful than might 
have been expected, seeing that all save ten of the coolies deserted. 
We managed to retrieve most of the warm clothing which we 
had given them before they left. The route downwards was 
perfectly safe, as the steps cut the previous day would not have 
melted out and ropes were fixed where necessary. 

All the remaining coolies were given boots and high altitude 
clothing. When this had been done Hodgkin and Roberts 
took the transport party through to the Camp 2 site at I9,200 ft. 
The way lay over the ' Serac Basin,' then up a steep, snow-covered 
piece of icefall, including the negotiation of a bergschrund, 
where another rope was fixed. Camp 2 was pitched at the top 
of a firm serac just above the bottom of the Dome face. The 
party then descended to Camp I. 

Owing to the desertion of the coolies we had to make a new 
plan on June 2. It was decided that all the British climbers and 
ten carriers should take a week's food and push on to establish 
Camps 2 and 3. The remaining six carriers, under Dawa 
Tandup and Passang Sherpa, were to relay all loads from Camp I 
to Camp 2. As we went up to Camp 2 snow began to fall and by 
the time we reached it, it was obvious that our plan laid too much 
responsibility on Dawa and Passang, as avalanches had already 
fallen near Camp I. With further snowfall the first essential 
was to abandon Camp I and get all loads to a Camp Ia in the 
' Serac Basin,' at about I8,ooo ft. Consequently Roberts and 
Graham Brown returned with the rear party on June 3 and 
shifted Camp I farther into the glacier. · 

Next day loads were relayed from Camp I to Camp Ia. 

Harrison, Hodgkin and I established a temporary Camp 3 
(2o,6oo ft.) on the top spur of the Dome, but below its actual 
summit. The r~ute was not, on this occasion, without difficulty, 
owing chiefly to the insecure condition of part of an 8oo-ft. 
snow slope leading to the top. The party. had to turn back from 
the traverse previously made, but managed to discover a route 
that remained safe throughout the climb, by taking the slope 
directly upwards in a straight line. Harrison and I stayed at 
our temporary Camp 3 with a Sherpa and a Balti, while Hodgkin 
took the others down to Camp 2. 

On the 5th Hodgkin made a very early start and had fixed 
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two ropes and had brought up the second party to Camp 3 
almost before Harrison and I had started to look for a way along 
the Dome. (Admittedly I had upset the stove and our break
fast all over our sleeping-bags.) Our camp was just under an 
ice outcrop on top of the ridge. We tried three ways of getting 
over it, but, although possible, none would do to make a per
manent route. Hodgkin had gone down before we started, rather 
hesitantly, to try and make a route along under ice cliffs, traversing 
the face of the Dome above the ' Serac Basin.' The snow, although 
more than knee-deep, showed no signs of avalanching and we 
were able to make a soo-yard horizontal traverse. This was 
followed by a so-ft. ice slope. Two feet of powder snow had 
to be scooped off with an ice axe, held horizontally, before 
steps could be cut in the ice. Above was a crevasse and the 
final 25-ft. snow wall leading almost vertically to the cornice. 
Harrison led the step and scooped down the soft snow of the 
cornice, where it overhung least. . We continued along the wide 
top of the Dome until we could see. that our way for the next 
2000 ft. was easy. A plateau, or basin, three-quarters of a mile 
across, led to an ice outflow, its top about 22,ooo ft. Above 
this appeared to be the final collecting basin of the mountain 
lying all along under the S.E. snow face. 

Harrison and I returned to Camp 2 for the night. Camp 1 

was finally evacuated and Camp Ia occupied. 
Several coolies and the other Gurkha were feeling the altitude 

and we decided to take all the men off the mountain, leaving 
only two Baltis (Hussein, who had reached 22,500 ft. on Peak 36 
and Raheem who had reached 2o,ooo ft.) and the Sherpas. On 
the morning of June 5 the advance party returned to Camp Ia, 
whence all remaining loads were carried up to Camp 2, leaving 
only two tents and a little food. Hodgkin and I were to take 
the coolies down to Base Camp next day, but as it was snowing 
fairly heavily and all the coolies arrived back at Camp Ia before 
midday, we decided it was safer not to delay the descent, and 
took them down to Base Camp the same afternoon. The crevasse 
with the ladder had opened considerably and the ladder was 
most insecure. The vvhole of the ' Serac Glacier ' was plainly 
in a state of rapid movement. 

While ·Hodgkin and I took a rest day at Base Camp, the others 
pushed on steadily. Harrison fixed two ropes between the 
temporary Camp 3 and the final Camp 3, which was set in a 
sheltered nook under the 25-ft. wall on to the top of the Dome. 
Camp 3 was fully established and occupied. 

On June 8 Hodgkin and I returned in the day from Base 

• 
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Camp to Camp 2. We carried up sleeping-bags for ourselves 
and the Baltis, and fresh cakes for the British climbers. Harrison 
accompanied us from Camp I a to Camp 2. Roberts and Graham 
Brown were in Camp 3, and were due to push on next day with 
all the porters and establish Camp 4 as high as possible. 

The weather had been almost continually unpleasant since 
we first reached Camp I. There was luckily little wind, but 
snow fell frequently. Clouds were down to I8,ooo ft. most of 
the time, greatly handicapping advance through lack of visibility. 
When we reached Camp 3 on June 9 we found that Roberts 
and Graham Brown had been unable to move for this reason. 

Next day was again snowy and, although Harrison, Roberts 
and Graham Brown set out with all the porters, lack of visibility 
forced them to camp some 400 yards only along the Dome. 
Harrison, with five porters, returned to Camp 3· June I I was 
again bad, but Harrison, Hodgkin and I reached the camp on 
the Dome just as visibility cleared a little and we were all able 
to get to 21,300 ft., where we established Camp 4· Directly 
above was the red granite buttress of the S.E. ridge terminated 
by a great gendarme. Our future way lay up the outflow of 
the highest basin, and between it and the gendarme were high, 
pointed and unstable-looking seracs. Camp was pitched at a 
respectful distance from them. I returned to Camp 3 with all 
the transport party for the night, the other climbers remaining 
at Camp 4· rfhe minimum temperature that night at Camp 4 

0 . ., 
was- I3 .V. 

After another snowy day on the 12th, when Roberts, Hodgkin 
and Graham Brown went up to the lip of the highest basin, an<:! 
Harrison remained all day in his sleeping-bag with slightly 
frost-bitten feet ; the whole party was collected in Camp 4 for 
the night. During the night a high wind got up, making us 
very glad that we had pitched our three-year-old Burns tents, 
weighing seven pounds each, in a line, end on to the wind, with 
one of our 6-lb. wedge-shaped high altitude tents at the end of 
the line breaking the force of the gale. All next day the wind 
howled along the precipices above and stormed the glacier. 
Snow fell heavily. On the only occasion that I turned out of 
my tent one of my gloves was blown away, and two minutes' 
exposure was long enough to make me lose all sensation in that 
hand. · 

During the day when we were not doing cross-word puzzles 
in our sleeping-bags we were discussing plans. The weather 
had been continuously bad for seven days and we thought that 
this blizzard might well be its final fling before a brief spell of 

VOL. L. NO. CCLVII. P 
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fine weather. Our knowledge of the route was strictly limited, 
and the analysis that follows later in this account could not at 
this time have been made. Directly above us was the great 
gendarme and the rock wall of the S.E. ridge, which, below 
the gendarme, ran due S. We col:llcl_see no way to climb the 
gendarme or the wall below it. The reconnaissance to the lip 
of the highest basin had been made in bad visibility, and no 
useful view above the basin had been obtained. Our only 
knowledge of the possible route above the basin had been 
obtained by studying the mountain from fifteen miles away 
down the Hushe valley. From that distance the ascent of the 
S.E. ridge from the basin had looked a practicable proposition. 
We had also made up our minds, before the climb started, that 
the. S.E. ridge was probably the best route to the summit. 

Consequently, it was decided that Harrison and Hodgkin, if 
the next day were fine enough, should take two porters and four 
days' food, and try to find a way on to the S.E. ridge by way 
of the highest basin. If the weather remained bad they should 
merely establish Camp 5 in the basin. If all went well and 
they had fine weather, they should attempt to reach the summit. 

It is of interest to point out some of the factors that influenced 
the execution of this plan. For the previous week progress had 
been very slow. This was mostly due to the bad weather, but 
also I was personally of the opinion that the party as a whole 
was beginning to lack the determination necessary to reach the 
summit. This opinion was probably wrong, but my private 
advice to Harrison and Hodgkin could have left no doubt of my 
opinion in their minds. This resulted in a distortion of the 
object of the plan, which was primarily to find a way on to the 
S.E. ridge. Their impression of my advice was almost certainly 
that I expected them to do their utmost to reach the summit. 
On this impression vvas founded their decision at Camp 7 to 
change the line of attack from the S.E. ridge to the E. ridge. 

June 14 was a day of moderate wind and snowfall. Visibility 
was very limited. For the first 8oo ft. I made a trace for the 
advance party. Powder snow was between knee- and thigh-deep. 
As I was returning to Camp 4 I heard the roar of an avalanche 
below. One of the seracs above Camp 4 had collapsed and had 
swept our route for zoo yards. Powder snow and minute ice 
particles reached Camp 4· Complete lack of visibility forced 
Harrison and Hodgkin to Camp 5 at 22,500 ft. On June 15 they 
pressed on across the lower part of the S.E. face in slightly better 
visibility and camped (6) at 23,500 ft., not far from the foot of 
the E. ridge. June 16 was a perfect day, and they continued up 
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the S.E. face by an absolutely safe route, and established Camp 7 
at 24,6oo ft. 

The S.E. face was contained by the S.E. and E. ridges. The 
latter ran up very steeply until near its top, where the angle 
eased and it merged into the S.E. face just below the lowest 
point of the ridge connecting the N. and S. summits. This 
summit ridge was between a quarter and half a mile long, and 
the s. peak was 25,610 ft. high. The snow of the S.E. face was, 
I believe, at an average angle of about 45°, growing steeper 
towards its top and easing off slightly between Camps 6 and 7. 
Above Camp 7 was a large crevasse, and the camp was pitched 
on its lower lip. There was no possible camping place higher 
on the face. 

Above Camp 7 were three possible alternatives : 

• The S.E. ridge; 
The E. ridge ; 
The S.E. face. 

The E. ridge and S.E. face had the advantage of shortness, 
but both were excessively steep and any snow appeared to be 
a deep powder. Rock was rotten. The S.E. ridge could only 

· be attained from Camp 7 on the centre of the face by means of 
a. possibly dangerous horizontal traverse. The E. ridge could 
be gained by climbing 200 ft. or so on snow, then taking to the 
very steep and rotten red granite slope of the ridge. 

Only on the S.E. ridge could further camps be pitched. As 
an exposed and probably difficult rock traverse would have to 
be made round the S.E. of the S. peak, above the face, and 
then the summit ridge negotiated, it is possible that two camps 
above Camp 7 would be needed by this route, the highest at 
over zs,ooo ft. Certainly one more camp would be required; 
in actual fact, I now think that this stands for any route and 
so rules out the two other alternatives. The climbing by any 
route would be severe at the altitude. 

On June 16 Harrison and H~dgkin, as mentioned above, with · 
the help of Dawa Tsering, established Camp 7 at 24,6oo ft. 
Passang Phutar complained of stomach trouble at Camp 6 and 
was left behind. Dawa Tsering returned from Camp 7 to Camp 6 
in little over an hour. The way lay by powder snow slopes, 
with fairly frequent seracs and crevasses, but little danger. 
Meanwhile the rest of the party had established Camp 5 at 22,500 

ft., having relayed from Camps 3 and 4 the necessary loads to 
give about 14 days' food at Camp 5, and Roberts and I having, 
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for the first time among the British climbers, done a little heavy 
load carrying. 

In Camp 5 that night we made our immediate plan. It was 
plain that Harrison and Hodgkin could not advance their camp 
without porters. We expected that they would content them
selves with making a route across the traverse to the S.E. ridge 
and then retire on the main party. Working on this assumption, 
I decided to take two porters, in addition to Dawa Tandup and 
myself, with five days' food. Dawa Tandup and I were to make 
the second assault by way of the S.E. ridge. We would be in 
support until Harrison and Hodgkin retreated. The two porters 
were to establish Dawa and myself on the S.E. ridge, then return, 
if practicable. During my attempt Roberts and Graham Brown 
would advance in support and finally make up the third assault 
party. . 

• 

The morning of the 17th was fine. Harrison and Hodgkin 
started off early in an attempt to reach the summit by way of 
the E. ridge. After heavy ploughing through waist-deep snow 
for about 200ft., they got on to the rocks leading to the ridge and 
found them extremely difficult. A high wind got up blowing 
powder snow about them. They quickly began to get exhausted. 
Their hands were slightly frost-bitten. At about 25,000. ft. 
they wisely decided to turn back. They reached Camp 7 
(24,6oo ft.) at about 12.30 midday. They were completely 
exhausted. When they had partially recovered they spent the 
afternoon trying to restore the circulation in hands and feet. 

Meanwhile th~ three porters and I reached Camp 6 (23,500 ft.). 
There were obvious signs of a blizzard blowing up. Passang 
Phutar was still sick, and our feet required attention. During 
the evening the blizzard arrived and all night it snowed very 
heavily. 

During the night, June 17- 18, at about 4.0 A.M., a small slide . 
of ~now from the lower lip of the crevasse, where Camp 7 was 
pitched, buried the tent there. The lip rose only about twenty 
feet above the tent. Harrison and Hodgkin crawled out of the 
tent, the highest point of which was still visible. They decided 
to retreat to Camp 6. They took their sleeping-bags and 
mattresses out of the tent, but were unable to find Harrison's 
ice-axe, which was serving as a tent peg. At about 5.0 A.M. 

they started down. The blizzard was still in evidence, but 
visibility was comparatively good. This, however, grew rapidly 
worse. By 7.0 A.M. they were completely lost, and took shelter 
in a crevasse. Twice during the day they tried to leave it. 
They were driven back by the storm, which was beating up the 
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slope. During the afternoon they made their way down to a 
ledge in a deep crevasse, where they were more sheltered. 

Meanwhile, in Camp 6, I was most worried for their safety. 
It was difficult to plan what could be done if they had not 
descended by the next day. 

At about 5 .o P.M. I heard a faint shout from above. I im
mediately turned out the four fit porters and we started up the 
slope, calling continuously. Visibility was nil. We went up 
some 300 ft. through snow that was waist-deep. Our trace was 
obliterated by the wind almost as soon as we had passed. We 
only heard three or four more cries and it was impossible to tell 
their direction. We all got tired. Finally we turned back 
when we heard a cry from below, probably from Camp 5· Any
way there was only the fall of the slope to guide us back to camp 
and I dared not risk the lives of my party by continuing the search 
longer. 

Harrison and Hodgkin spent a terrible night on a· narrow ledge 
in a crevasse. In the early morning (June 19) a momentary 
clearing showed them the three tents at Camp 6, some 400ft. below 
~~em. They reached the camp, very exhausted,just as the porters 
turned out in answer to their shouts. I was busy melting as much 
water as possible (I had no milk or cocoa) and preparing food. 
The porters put them into one of their tents, bandaged their 
badly frost-bitten hands and attended to their frost-bitten feet. 

The storm had closed down again. It was not till afternoon 
that I thought I detected a slight clearing and decided to take 
the risk of trying to get the party down to Camp 5 Although 
the tents were very carefully dug out of the snow which buried 
them to halfway up their roofs, one was so torn that it had to 
be abandoned. I led the way down, taking direction from the 
fall of the slope. As we went the visibility improved. Twice 
we caught glimpses of Camp 5· The porters took .the lead and 
we reached it. 

The next morning, June 20, the retreat was continued by the 
whole party. It took all day to plough through waist- or thigh
deep snow to Camp 4· The wind moderated somewhat, but 
it still snowed heavily and was intensely cold. June 21 was 
mercifully fine and the whole party got through to Camp Ia, 
abandoning as we went everything that was not essential for 
the descent. Roberts did a fine day's work. He and Passang 
Sherpa made the trace for practically the whole way, and, in 
addition, continued on down to Base Camp to send a note to 
the Teasdales asking for assistance. Roberts arrived at Base Camp 
at 9·30 P.M. 



210 MASHERBRUM, 1938 

On June 22 the rest of us reached Base Camp. The only 
bright spot in vvhat must have been an othertvvise nightmare 
descent for the frost-bitten men was the most excellent steps 
which Passang Sherpa and one of the Gurkhas had spent the 
morning in making for us down' Scaly Alley.' All the way from 
Camp 6 Harrison and Hodgkin had been unable to use their 
hands and had suffered considerable pain in their feet. At 
Camp 4 we had also discovered that Passang Phutar had frost
bitten hands, which he could not use. · 

On the 23rd Harrison and Hodgkin were carried on improvised 
stretchers, made of skis and Alpine rope, down the Masherbrum 
Glacier moraine to the Hushe Base, where Dr. Elizabeth Teasdale 
had got a light camp ready for them. Dr. G. A. J. Teasdale 
met us halfway down the moraine, having come up forty miles 
in under twenty-four hours, in response to Roberts' note. The 
invalids did not arrive in camp till 8 P.M. 

We waited for a week at Hushe. Dressings, carried out by 
the Teasdales, lasted for seven hours a day during the first three 
days. We had no anresthetics; the morphia had been lost on 
the mountain. Sterilized inner tubes of bicycle tyres and rubber 
tobacco pouches were used to dress Harrison's exceedingly 
septic hands and feet. Clothing had to be torn up to make 
bandages. 

Dr. and Mrs. Teasdale deserve the utmost credit for getting 
the invalids back to Srinagar alive after a 25o-mile march. 
Harrison's and Hodgkin's courage and cheerfulness throughout 
the journey were beyond praise. Harrison was ca.rried the 
whole way on an improvised stretcher. He had already lost 
parts of all his fingers, save his left thumb, and all his toes. 
Hodgkin rode a pony without the use of hands or feet and with 
two Sherpas to hold him on. · Passang Phutar was given a pony 
to ride ; he was much less seriously affected than the other two 
men, and only in the hands. Graham Brown had been slightly 
frost-bitten in the feet on the way down from Camp 5, and rode. 
Roberts' leave was unfortunately finished and he went ahead 
from Hushe. Our agent in Kashmir, Major J. H. Lander, met 
us at Kangan---with beer. 

Masherbrum can be climbed. With the six fine days which 
followed the blizzard, the party believes that it could have reached 
the top. Throughout the climb, above Camp 2, frost-bite was a 
constant fear, and I am convinced that no sort of normal leather 
boot is really satisfactory for these conditions, where feet and 
socks are usually wet. Fresh snow fell almost daily and was 
followed by intervals of hot sunshine. Powder snow was never 
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less than ankle deep ; normally it reached almost to the knees, 
and above Camp 4 it was never less than knee deep. Something 
on Arctic lines is probably the solution. 

The names of our porters were : Dawa Tandup, Dawa Tsering, 
Passang Sherpa, Nima Tsering, Passang Phutar ; and Hussein 
and Raheem from the Shyok valley. Had these men failed us 
the accident could only have resulted in complete disaster. They 
did not fail. We prize their friendship. I cannot say more. 

We offer our warm sympathy to those who have suffered injury, and our 
admiration for their fortitude. We rejoice to learn that, despite some serious 
loss of fingers and toes, the invalids are making good recovery. EDITOR. 

• 

• 
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